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Hello friends, 
Summer is over and Ganeshotsav is also gone by! The schools have started 
and the families are busy with their routines.  For Maharashtra Foundation 
also activities have picked up. The Annual General Body meeting took place 
on Sunday, July 27, 2014. This year Vasumati Deshpande retired after serving 
as a secretary for 2 years on the board of directors. Snehal Vaze has been 
elected on the board for the remaining term of Vasumati Deshpande. Snehal is 
a prominent and experienced community volunteer and brings a dedicated and 
passionate member to the board. Sushama Patil stepped down from the board 
in August 2014 as she needs to devote more time to her other commitments. 
Pallavee Patwardhan from Atlanta has been invited to fill Sushamaôs vacant 
position. Pallaveeôs enthusiasm means tremendous value to the Foundation. 
Her addition to the board broadens Foundationôs base in Atlanta area. I feel 
very confident that Vaibhav and Pallavee together will help in expanding the 
outreach of Maharashtra Foundation in that part of the country.  
On 20th August 2014 we marked one-year death anniversary of Dr. Narendra 
Dabholkar. As you know, Maharashtra Foundation has installed a prize of Rs 
100,000 in his memory, to be awarded to a social worker continuing his life 
mission of Andhashraddha Nirmulan. We have created an endowment fund 
and every year the award will be given from the interest earned on that fund. I 
encourage you to donate to Dr. Dabholkar Award fund.  
Maharashtra Foundation went to Cary, North Carolina, in the efforts to reach 
out to the community there. Local friends had planned the first ever fund     
raising event in that area to benefit ñStree Mukti Sanghatanaò, one of        
Foundationôs partner NGO which Foundation has been supporting for many 
years. The report of that event is included in this issue. Similar efforts are on 
way to do an event in Connecticut in December 2014. 
Foundationôs Annual Fund Raising Event will take place on 8th November 
2014 in Grover Middle School of West Windsor-Plainsboro school district in 
West Windsor, New Jersey. Maharashtra Foundation family and friends look 
forward to this annual event. We have organized a panel discussion ñSocial 
Impact Redefined: How the Next Generation is Driving Changeò on this day. 
The panelists are Shuma Panse (NJ), Anita Datar (DC) and Dr. Aditi          
Sharangpani (MI). They are subject matter experts in various areas like      
research, policy, partnerships and service delivery for humanitarian aid. 
Maneesha Kelkar who was the keynote speaker at our fund raising event in 
2012, has graciously consented to be the moderator. Another attraction of this 
event is a Marathi Play ñYaksh Prashnaò and a group of talented artists from 
Atlanta will present this play. As usual, this will be followed by dinner. Please 
join us in big numbers. 
Foundation has received many project proposals for funding during this year 
also and projects committee has reviewed these project proposals. We will 
present selected projects at the fund raising event. I ask your support in      
donations to make these projects successful. 
Indiaôs Prime Minister will be visiting US and a grand welcome is being 
planned for him in New York City. I registered Maharashtra Foundation as a 
ñWelcoming Partner Organizationò and as a result many members of           
Maharashtra Foundation will be attending his address at Madison Square  
Garden. We are looking forward to this big event which will mark a new,    
deeper and better relationship between the two countries we love, at this    
critical time when the entire world is facing the greatest threat to the peace 
and humanity.    
I will see you all at the fund raising event on November 8th. For those not     
residing in NY/NJ area, I would request them to send their donations in time so 
that we can achieve our fund raising goals. Thank you. 

-  Shaila Vidwans (President, Maharashtra Foundation) 
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Maharashtra Foundation  Fund Raising Event ï Nov., 8, 2014  
A panel discussion ñSocial Impact Redefined: How the Next Generation is Driving Changeò  

Introduction of the participants  
Moderator for the discussion-  
Maneesha Kelkar:      

Maneesha Kelkar is an        
activist, advocate, educator 
and trainer, specializing in   
capacity building, public policy 
and research in the areas of  
Gender based violence,     
Reproductive justice and        
Immigration. She is the former 
Executive Director of  Manavi, 
the pioneering South Asian 
womenôs rights organization in 
the US committed to ending 
violence against women. Prior 
to that, she has worked for         
corporations, taught            
Economics and consulted for 
the World Bank. Maneesha 

has been a Fellow of the  Womenôs Policy Institute of the 
Womenôs Fund of New Jersey. She has served on      
several statewide committees, most recently on the NJ 
Governorôs Commission on New Americans. Maneesha 
has spoken on Gender based violence at Universities, 
Conferences, the World Bank, UNIFEM as well as the 
UN Commission on the Status of Women. She has    
testified at events from Blue Ribbon panels to             
Appropriations Hearings on Capitol Hill. She has been on 
the Faculty of the Advocacy Learning Center, an ongoing 
nationwide training institute at Praxis International,      
Minnesota, since its inception in 2009. 
Maneesha graduated with a Masterôs degree in          
Economic Development from American University,     
Washington, D.C. She is currently the Development    
Director at Women Aware, an anti-domestic violence   
organization in NJ. 
 
The Panelists for the discussion: 
Dr. Aditi  Sharangpani (MI) 
  

Dr. Aditi Sharangpani has been   
going on volunteer medical trips 
for the past ten years.  Her work 
overseas has ranged from 
teaching medical residents and 
developing local acute and criti-
cal care  capabilities in Eritrea, 
to providing direct patient care 
as part of disaster relief in Haiti 
and as ongoing health       
maintenance for school-children 
with the Maharashtra          
Foundation Harali Health 
Camps. Dr. Sharangpani 
strongly believes that medical 

volunteer trips should include education and                
development of local capabilities. Here in the United 
States, she is a full time Pediatric Intensive Care         
physician in a teaching hospital in Lansing, Michigan.  

She particularly enjoys working with residents and hopes 
that involving them in medical  volunteering early in 
training will encourage them to  continue participating 
during their careers.   
 

Anita Datar, MPA, MPH 
Senior Policy Analyst, Futures Group  

Anita Datar (DC) is a Senior 
Policy Analyst who joined 
Futures Group in 2004. She 
has more than twelve years 
of experience working in 
global health and           
international development 
including HIV program    
design and implementation,  
strategic planning,           
facilitation, training,       
quantitative and qualitative 
research, monitoring and        
evaluation (M&E),            
geographic and health    

information systems (GIS/HIS), strategic information 
(SI), project and knowledge management. She          
completed her Master of Public Administration and   
Master of Public Health from Columbia Universityôs 
School of International and Public Affairs and School of 
Public Health, respectively, and is also a Returned 
Peace Corps Volunteer from Senegal. She speaks 
French and Marathi.  
 
Shuma Panse ,MPH 

Shuma Panse (NJ), has 
over 15 years of            
experience in public 
health program design 
and implementation,    
public-private partnership 
development,  corporate 
social  responsibility 
(CSR) and health           
advocacy. During her   
seven-year tenure at 
GBCHealth, she has held 
a variety of   program and 
managerial roles aimed at 

increasing the role of the business sector to improve 
global health outcomes. In this capacity, she has         
advised  over 50  companies across 10+ industries in 
health issues areas like HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria     
prevention and maternal and child health promotion. Her 
prior work experiences include the U.S. Centers for    
Disease Control and  Prevention (CDC), the U.S. Peace 
Corps, healthdepartments in New York City,              
Massachusetts and Louisiana and several community-
based organizations. She has worked in over 15       
countries, including long-term assignments in            
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About Kalaa Sanwaad:  
 
 It is a group of artists from Atlanta presenting the play 
Yaksh Prashna. Script writer is Chandan Gokhale and 
this is the first ever play written by him. It was very well 
received in the Atlanta performance in March 2014.  
 
Director Rajesh Joshi is a well-known director for     
Marathi plays in Atlanta. He has directed and per-
formed in the many plays with the local artists. Some 
of the plays are: 
 óRutuchakraô, óBlind Gameô, óChar Choughiô, óNawe 
Gokulô  (Kids natak written by P.L. Deshpande), 
óYaksha Prashnaô, óAai Retire Hoteyô and  óCase No.9ô. 
 
Rajesh also coordinated óGandha Marathi Matichaô 
and óMaay Marathi Te My Marathiô for Maharashtra 
Mandal of Atlanta. 
 
 

òYaksh Prashnaó ð  

A Marathi play by Atlanta Artists 

 
About the Artists:  
 
Artists of the play are all amateur artists doing their 
professional jobs. They are: 
Anand Date, Ashish Chaudhari, Medha Patkar, 
Meenal Gadre, Sonal Mirajkar & Chandan Gokhale 
 
The play ñYaksha Prashnaò é 
 
Vinayak and Sunanda, a well-to-do couple is proud of 
the achievements of their all-rounder son, Vikram. 
Coming close to retirement, they have standard     
expectations about Vikram to take charge of the flour-
ishing business and getting married to his fianc®e, Dr. 
Priyaééé. Suddenly, Vikramôs one decision   
changes the direction of their life. The play unfolds 
and grips on you giving a wow factor in the end. It 
also refreshes you the Karma Yoga and Bhakti Yoga 
teachings from Bhagvadgeeta.  
 
















